The circular spaces in the gray matter are openings for bloodvessels ; they are abnormally large.
Numerous nerve cells are seen in the anterior cornua. The circular spaces in the gray matter are openings for bloodvessels ; they are abnormally large.
Numerous nerve cells are seen in the anterior cornua.
The observations of Pierret liave shown that the lesion in locomotor ataxy commences in the outermost part of the posterior columns (the root-zone column of Charcot; see P E C in Fig. 6 ). In the vast majority of cases the lumbar and lower dorsal regions are first invaded. As the disease advances the whole of the posterior column (both the root-zone column and the column of Goll (see Figs. 2 and 3) Figure 1 , which is a transverse section of a healthy cord prepared in the same manner, it will be seen that the lesion (i.e., the unstained portion) involves the greater part of the posterior columns. Those portions of the posterior columns which are adjacent to the posterior commissure are unaffected, i.e., are deeply stained. (Perosmic acid stains the white columns deeply, the gray matter very slightly.) Figure 3 is a section through the dorsal region, prepared in the same manner, magnified about 20 diameters. The lesion is more extensive than in the lower lumbar region. Figure 5 is a section through the cervical region, the magnifying power and the mode of preparation being the same. The lesion is here confined (or almost so) to the columns of Goll, the root-zone columns being unaffected, i.e., deeply stained.
Fi gure 4 is a longitudinal section through the posterior columns, 
